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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
PROCESS OVERVIEW
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (‘the Applicant’) will be seeking planning permission from The Highland Council
(THC) to construct a space hub under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. Due to the type of
development and environmental sensitivities of the surrounding area, it is anticipated that an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) will be required under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017.
EIA is a process that identifies the potential environmental effects (both beneficial and adverse) of a
proposed development and proposes mitigation to avoid, reduce or offset any potential significant adverse
environmental effects.
The process involves a number of key steps as follows:

SCOPING
Consultation with key stakeholders on the issues to be
considered by the EIA. Stakeholders include:
•
•
•
•

The Highland Council (THC);
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH);
Historic Environment Scotland (HES); and
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

BASELINE DATA COLLECTION
The most up-to-date information on the nature and sensitivity
of the environment is gathered. Baseline data feeds into
design process.

DESIGN
Environmental information gathered will be used to develop the design for Space
Hub Sutherland to avoid sensitive environmental features, as far as possible.

Mitigation
measures feed
into design
process.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
The EIA will use best practice methods to predict the potential nature, size and
significance of environmental change as a result of the proposed development.

Public and
stakeholder
consultation.

MITIGATION
The EIA will detail any additional mitigation required to avoid, reduce or offset
the environmental changes predicted.

EIA REPORT
The results of the EIA process will be reported in the EIA Report in a transparent
way, to provide the information to support the decision-making process.

PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMISSION
The planning application (which includes the EIA Report) is submitted to the local
planning authority The Highland Council (THC).

PLANNING APPLICATION DETERMINATION
The local planning authority (THC) makes a decision on the proposed
development on the basis of the development plan policy provisions and other
material planning considerations

Progress to date
The Scoping Report was submitted to The Highland Council in June 2019 and baseline environmental
data collection is underway to inform the design of the proposed development.

