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HIGHLAND 2007 - GAIDHEALTACHD 2007

The year Scotland celebrated Highland culture
finished in style on the Old New Year, 12 January

2008. The final celebration in a programme of
over 600 events was enjoyed by over 50,000
people all around the Inner Moray Firth.

Highland Lights, a spectacular torchlight procession and firework finale
over the Kessock Bridge, signalled the end of Scotland’s Year of Highland
Culture and also marked a new beginning for cultural activity in the region.

HIE and other partners, in particular The Highland Council, are working
on ways to maximise the successes of Highland 2007 and ensure that a
positive legacy will be established and built upon in 2008 and beyond.
Highland 2007 brought together over 30 national partners in a concordat
that forged many national and local partnerships which will continue to

generate benefits for the region.

Celebrating our

There is a physical legacy in the 150
capital projects supported, including
new facilities such as the
redeveloped Eden Court Theatre,
Fas centre for creative and cultural
industries at Sabhal Mor Ostaig,
Thurso Town Hall, Culloden
Battlefield Visitor Centre and the
new Highland Archive and
Registration Centre which is
currently under construction.

In addition there’s a noticeable
sense of increased confidence

i

among local people about
designing and delivering, as well as
performing in, cultural events. Of
the 600 events and projects in the
programme, over 500 were led by
and aimed at local communities
throughout the Highlands and
Islands.

HIE was one of three main
partners in Highland 2007, along
with the Scottish Government and
The Highland Council. HIE’s
contribution of £3m enabled a

programme of events to be held
across the whole of the Highlands
and Islands. Initiatives such as
Project Maelstrom — a multi-media
exhibition in Shetland, the highly
successful Connect festival in
Inveraray and the Go Orkney Go
events were among many to benefit
from HIE's involvement.

A full evaluation of the year
produced by the Centre for Cultural
Policy Research in Glasgow
University will be published in 2008.

HIE REVIEW 2008




EDEN COURT THEATRE REDEVELOPMENT
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The revitalised Eden Court theatre
opened in November 2007 following extensive
redevelopment over two years. It has since
been acclaimed as one of Scotland’s finest
arts venues and won a national building
excellence award from the Royal Institution
of Chartered Surveyors.

The new £23m facility provides an expanded main
theatre, a second theatre space, two drama/dance studios,
two cinemas, refurbished front of house facilities, and
enhanced behind the scenes amenities for artists and
performers and state of the art technical facilities.

Eden Court also has considerable flexibility to
accommodate a range of large conferences and meetings.
It has already hosted the STUC Annual Congress with over
400 delegates.

A spectacular opening season was followed by a diverse
programme of world class entertainers.

The redevelopment has also opened up one of the most
important historical buildings in Inverness, the Bishop's
Palace, to the public for the very first time.

Eden Court formerly consisted of two unique buildings
on a Grade A listed site. A third building with the new
theatre, cinemas and studios has now been added along
with a new dressing room block.

William Roe, Chair of HIE said: “Eden Court is truly a
wonderful cultural asset for the Highlands and Islands for
generations to come.”

Before the redevelopment, Eden Court was responsible
for an economic impact of £3.5m per annum throughout
the Highlands. An independent report has estimated Eden
Court’s economic impact on the Highlands 2009-2010 will
be more like £6m.

HIE contributed £3.1m to the project along with
funding partners including the Scottish Government,
the European Regional Development Fund, Scottish Arts
Council Arts Lottery Fund and The Highland Council.

The Eden Court Appeal also raised £2.2m for the
development; a remarkable sum which demonstrates
the overwhelming public support for the project.

Eden Court is the only theatre in Scotland to offer
formal SQA Higher qualifications in drama, dance practice
and intermediate Il drama. Over 90 students have
completed these courses with a pass rate of 98 per cent.
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HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS ENTERPRISE

Email: info@hient.co.uk Web: www.hie.co.uk

Cowan House, Inverness Retail and Business Park, Inverness, V2 7GF. Tel: +44 (0)1463 234171
Earl Thorfinn House, 6 Druimchat View, Dingwall Business Park, Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV15 9XL. Tel: +44 (0)1463 234171
Taigh Fearna, Lochalsh Business Park, Auchtertyre, Balmacara, Kyle, IV40 8EG. Tel: +44 (0)1520 722988

Taigh Cheann a’ Locha, Lionacleit, Isle of Benbecula, HS7 5P). Tel: +44 (0)1870 604900

HIE area teams

ARGYLL AND THE ISLANDS

The Enterprise Centre
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead

Argyll PA31 8SH

Tel: +44 (0)1546 602281

CAITHNESS AND
SUTHERLAND

Tollemache House

High Street

Thurso

Caithness KW14 8AZ
Tel: +44 (0)1847 896115

Station Road

Golspie

Sutherland KW10 6SN
Tel: +44 (0)1408 633872

INNER MORAY FIRTH

Room 1/2

Aviemore Business Centre
Grampian Road
Aviemore PH22 1RH
Tel: +44 (0)1479 810188

69/71 High Street
Invergordon

Ross-shire V18 0AA

Tel: +44 (0)1349 853666

The Green House

Beechwood Business Park North
Inverness |V2 3BL

Tel: +44 (0)1463 713504

INNSE GALL

James Square

9 James Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis HS1 2QN
Tel: +44 (0)1851 703703

Taigh Cheann a’ Locha
Lionacleit

Isle of Benbecula HS7 5P)
Tel: +44 (0)1870 604900

LOCHABER, SKYE AND
WESTER ROSS

St Mary's House
Gordon Square
Fort William PH33 6DY
Tel: +44 (0)1397 704326

Kings House

The Green

Portree

Isle of Skye IV51 9BS
Tel: +44 (0)1478 612841

MORAY

Horizon Scotland

The Enterprise Park
Forres

Moray IV36 2AB

Tel: +44 (0)1309 696000

25 West Church Street
Buckie

Moray AB56 1BN

Tel: +44 (0)1542 839821

ORKNEY

14 Queen Street
Kirkwall

Orkney KW15 1JE

Tel: +44 (0)1856 874638

SHETLAND

Solarhus

3 North Ness Business Park
Lerwick

Shetland ZET 0LZ

Phone: +44 (0)1595 693177




HIE would like to thank all the photographers who contributed to this
publication. Special thanks to the following for permission to use
additional photographs: The Highland Council {page 9), Centre for
Health Science (page 10), the National Trust for Scotland (page 22),
Eden Court (page 20), UHI {page 9), Open Hydro (page 13), Highland
2007 (page 7 and 19), Lochaber College (page 9) and Fas (page 21),
Nevis Range / Steven McKenna (page 19).

Design and artwork by Gecko.




